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O Notice

This is informed to all B.Com | Semester Students to attend the Kannada
Language Communication Skills Classes from academic year 2023-24 at 9.30am
in Language Lab organized by IQAC and the Department of Kannada.
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Standard Kannada grammar

(Eannpdsr a0 SRyB00E) b primarily baved on Beshirgia’s Shebdemanidarpana (e 1260 CE) which
provides. the fullest wytematic exposition of £anneds languape. The earlier grammatical works include portions of
Favirgamarga (@ treative on alandkdra) of 9th century, Eavyavalolana and Eamnmatalabhaihabhuihana both
suthored by Migsvarma | n frst half of the 1hth century. Variows grammatical aspects of Kannada incdude
tabama—tadbhava, wibhakti pratyays, kila (tense forma), Enga (pender forma), wandhld, samdsa, chandaiu,
alankdra, and different postrcal meties such #s woifta, [rippd, kands (aho called, choupadi or chaturpadi],
shatpadi, sdngatya and others. The name given for 3 pure, tree letter i akihara, akkara of varna. Each letter has
its oo form [3kdra) and wound [vhabda); providing the viible and audible representations, respectively, Eannads
s written from beft to right. Fannads slphabet (aisharamale or varmamale) now consists of 49 letters, Each sound
ha ity own distingt letier, and therefore every word B pronownced esactly o it B wpelt; 30 the ear b 2 sufficient
puide. Alter the exacl sounds of the leftern have been once gained, every word can be pronounced with perfect
scruracy. The piie Falls on the first syllable. The firsd treatise on Kannada grammar in Englinh was written bn 1864
by Hew, Thomas Hodion, @ Wesleyan missonary, & An Elementary Grammar of the Esnnada, of Canarese
Language.

Nouns [ach i)
Gender [Dorf)

According to Esthiraja’s Shabdamanidarpana, there are nine gender forms in Kannada. However, in
mmadern Kannada Nefstuie only three gender forms are wsed In practice: muasculine, leminine, and neuter, All
Esnnada nours code for gender. Matural gender tends to corfespond with the grammatical gender category.
Howrever, ceriain concepts peronified by deithes, such & sbnya, meaning ‘the sun’, share the grammatical gender
of the deity, which in this coie i masculine

masculine gender (&hed o)

=  [xamples: arasa (wing'], dore ['master, lord’), wiyu | ‘wind®)
feminine gender [ fedor)

»  Examples: Parvat, Lakshm), Saraswati, amma (‘mother’)
neuter gender (R0 oo

Mouns that do not belong Lo either of the above two daiies afe comsidered to have neuter gender,

Number (SIS &)

There are, ai in English, two grammatical numbers: the gngular number (D& SIFR) and the plural
rumber (B3I R]). in declension, the plural form of 2 masoudine of feminine noun i made by suffising ‘ts0™
far] to the crude base, and then the case ending. and the plural form of 3 neuter noun s made by suffiadng He™
(gal) to the crude baie, and then the e ending. However, noums of relationship, wuch a ‘mother’, ‘great-
grandfather’, "son-in-law’, and "younger brother’, which are abwiys mastuline or feminine, have the plural number
marker 30DV | amdir]

oo, B 9. & ndes,
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Mo dechenibon

Kannada has four dedlensions (w078 &0y, or groups of case endings. The first dedension includes
all masculine snd feminine nowns that end in €3 - the weoond dechension incudes all neuter nowns that end in £ -
a; the third declemnion induedes all nouns of all gendens that end in 5 -, Dx - O -2, D -8, or D -ai; the fowrth
dedension incudes all nouns of all penders that end in 00 -u, @ -5, 250 -, L -8, or 2 au

indh (et dbmesbo ZoB) is the mutation of the final or initial letiens of a word for euphony, Sandhi
ocours very often in declension. in the first declendon and in the second declenion, the only sandhi that ocowrs i
the elnion [dropping) of the fnal '65° ["atva’] before 2 plural marker or case ending that beging with a vowel. In the
third declension, a euphonic ‘01T (‘yatva’) must be inserted after the noun before a plural marker or case ending
that beging with 3 vowel

in the fourth declenon, a8 euphonic "&" ['vatva’) must be imerted after the noun before a plural marker
o cve ending that begems with a vowel. Howewer, when a Kannada noun ends in 2 '&0° that was already added for
ruphorry at some original stage, that linal vowsl 5 eliminated when the noun & Tollowed by a plural marker or cane
ending that beging with 2 vowel, Howewer, technically true bates have no final vowrel [although the base still takes
the fowth dedension endings), that euphonic B0 u is shded during dedlemion. These words that already have a
euphonic &0 u that is slided during dedlension attached to their end mast be learned, but most native Eannada, oF
originally Kannada, words have ths “euphonic B0 u' on their end, becauie not many Eannads words ofiginally
ended n 80w

Modifiers [ZD T Ererieh)

Kannada, as does Enghish, wes adpectives and adwerts ai modifiers. Kannada does not have articles
However, the adiectives €3 & (‘that') and L.0C0 omdu ['one’) can be used as the definite and the indefinite article,
respectively. Kannada powess lew adpectives that are not derived from some noun. Adpctivalizing suffises indude
3] -Sdu [Merolly: which/that became”) and B -iko. Kannads Licks true predicate sdjectives To wie an adjective
predicatively, suffis the third-person pronoun o the end of the adjectiee that matches the subject
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